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MAKING AMERICA GREAT AGAIN! 

 

By the time you read this article, we will have a new President of the United 

States, who won the election using the slogan, “Make America Great Again.”  I 

believe what will really make America great again is the willingness and 

commitment of the citizens of this great country to overlook their differences, 

recognize that we are part of something bigger than any one of us individually, and 

work together for common goals.  I am reminded of another American President, 

Abraham Lincoln, who in a speech addressing the division in our country over 

slavery, referred to Jesus’ statement in the Gospels, “a house divided against itself 

cannot stand.”   

 

I have alluded in sermons in recent months to my concern that the Church take the 

lead in looking beyond differences to our unity in Jesus Christ and his cross.  We 

are the “family of God” and are entrusted with God’s mission, which is far bigger 

than any one of us individually.  Division and self-serving agendas have been the 

scourge of humanity since the “Fall” in the Garden of Eden.  The Apostle Paul 

challenged the church to be different from the rest of society.  He wrote to the 

Ephesians:  “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 

another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 

of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope . . . 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.”  (Eph. 4:2-6) 
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I truly appreciate all that the family at MUPC has done and continues to do in this 

community to demonstrate your unity in love and service in carrying out God’s 

mission.  Your outpouring of generosity during the Christmas Season, your annual 

“soup supper” series begun this month, and your warmth and welcome to outsiders 

in your midst in the name of our Lord all bear witness to God’s love. 

 

May we resolve to work toward “making America great again” by promoting 

God’s “Good News” agenda through our work together for the Kingdom of God.  

If we don’t show society that there is a better way to live, who will?  Lincoln also 

once said, “My dream is of a time when America will once again be seen as the 

last best hope of earth.”  I wonder if this is God’s dream for His Church, that the 

peoples of this world might find “peace” in His love and grace in Christ.   

 

One final note:  Pray for our President, the new administration, and for this Nation 

of Democrats, Republicans and Independents that we can somehow cooperate with 

one another for the good of our Nation and the World! 
 

 

`         - Pastor Dale 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
This year’s Christmas Eve offering to fight world hunger totaled $16,286.00!!!  This offering 

goes to Church World Service, a cooperative ministry of 37 Christian denominations, providing 

sustainable self-help, development, disaster relief, and refugee assistance around the world.  The 

CWS mission is to eradicate hunger and poverty, and to promote peace and justice at the national 

and international level through collaboration with partners abroad and in the U.S.  CWS is 

perhaps best known for it’s sponsorship of CROP Hunger Walks held annually in over 2,0000 

communities across the country.  Through these hunger walks, CWS has raised millions of 

dollars to support local hunger fighting agencies in U.S. communities, as well as agencies that 

combat hunger throughout the world.  MUPC’s generous gift to combat hunger is a witness to 

God’s love for all people that we celebrate at Christmas (John 3:16 

The Session and Pastor Dale 
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February 

 

3-Isla Hu 

5-Tim Drover 

7-Stanley Kerlin & Patty Rhodes 

9-Leo Spriggs 

10-Conner Fitz 

11-Chris Youngblood & Monteir Spriggs 

16- Nathan Horton 

17-Dennis Raufer 

20-Kevin Reed & Preston Carbaugh III 

21-John LeCornu 

23-Garrison Behan 

25-William Dovey 

28-Lois Croom, Anne Gobin, Roger Horton, 

Joyce Hornberger 

 

 

       

January 

Lift project balance remaining on 

$102,510 debt $ 10,130.27. 
 

 

 

       

GLEANER DEADLINE  for the March 

issue is , February 21, 2017.  Please 

submit your information by that day.  If 

you can’t email it, feel free to call or lay 

a hand written document on the 

secretary’s desk.  
       

 

Prayer Concerns: Please be in prayer for 

those listed below and their families: 

Short Term: Harvey Kneas, Gerald Peck, 

Chauncey McGarvey, Janet McGinnis, 

Family of Bill McGinnis, Audrey Mitchell, 

Vivian Reilly. Long Term: Rudy 

Mihalick (father of Deb Carbaugh), 

Caiden McCaffrey (friend of Carlson 

family), Nolan Heironimus (grandson of 

Dave & Nancy Bivens), Ben Faunce, 

PNC, Anne Howard and Chas Howells 

(son of Wes Howells). 
       

 
. 
       

 

Thank you to Acolytes 

Thank you to all the acolytes who have been 

helping during our worship services. 

       

 
 

Presbyterian Women meeting is February 

8, 2017 in the Fellowship House at 2:00 PM.  

The program will be Central Mennonite 

Committee Project. 

       

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN 

UP FOR “THE GATHERING” 
       

Thank you to all those individuals who 

helped with “The Gathering” during the 

month of January. 
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SOUP NIGHT begins on February 1, 2017 

and continues until April 5, 2017. The 

fellowship committee will host the first 

night.  If school is cancelled or there is an 

early dismissal in the Central Fulton School 

District, soup night will be cancelled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CONGREGATION AND THE 

CORPORATION will be held on February 

5, 2017.  A meal will be held in the 

basement after worship with meeting to 

follow. The Presbyterian Women are 

providing meat 

rolls, drinks, etc.  Please help by bringing 

side dishes and desserts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
         February Lectionary Readings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of February 5 

5
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 58: 1-9a (9b-12) 

Psalm 112: 1-9 (10) 

1 Cor. 2: 1-12 (13-16) 

Matthew 5: 13-20 

Week of February 12 

6
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Proper 1 

Deut. 30: 15-20 

Psalm 119: 1-8 

1 Cor. 3: 1-9 

Matthew 5: 21-37 

Week of February 19 

7
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Proper 2 

Lev. 19: 1-2, 9-18 

Psalm 119: 33-40 

1 Cor. 3: 10-11, 16-23 

Matthew 5: 38-48 

Week of February 26 

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Ex. 24: 12-18 

Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 

2 Peter 1: 16-21 

Matthew 17: 1-9 
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New Choir Chimes for the Bell Choir 

 

 

Christmas 2016 marked 30 years since we 

received our 4 octave Malmark handbells.  

Our first youth handbell choir played chords 

with the hymns for the Christmas Eve 

service that year.  It was the first time we all 

heard their joyous sounds. 

     Since that day there were about four 

years that the bells were out of use as we 

transitioned from an all youth group to a 

mostly adult choir.  Even in those years 

Richard found ways to incorporate them into 

our Christmas Eve service. 

     This year as we prepared for the 

Christmas season Santa brought us an early 

gift, 2 octaves of Malmark Choir Chimes.  If 

you heard the bell choir on the Sunday 

before Christmas, then you heard our new 

chimes in an arrangement of “In the Bleak 

Mid-Winter”.  We repeated the piece on 

Christmas Eve along with a new piece, 

“Gloria Hodie”.  This piece featured the 

chimes as well as several fun bell techniques 

the choir learned over the years.  

     The bell choir would like to thank our 

anonymous benefactor for this very special 

addition to our bell collection and promise 

you will hear them again in the future. 

 

 

 

Trustees 
No Report 

 

Session 
  

 

Session met for their stated January 18, 2017 

meeting in the Fellowship House with elders 

Tim Drover, Carolyn Kerlin, Donna 

Ankney, Al Clark, Mary Lou Eisenhower, 

Myers Kimmel, LeeAnne Kendall, and the 

moderator, Rev. Dale Williams.  The 

meeting was opened with devotions and 

prayer by Elder Kendall.  The meeting 

agenda was approved, as well as the 

amended minutes of the December 21 stated 

Session meeting and the January 15, 2017 

called Session meeting. Prospective new 

officers for 2017 were present and were 

interviewed by Session.  They were 

unanimously approved.  Present were Ken 

Keebaugh, Session; April Leese, Deacons; 

Ray Aller, Dave Bivens, and Richard 

Hornberger, Trustees.  Thank  you and 

welcome to the new officers.  They will be 

approved by the congregation at the annual 

meeting, and ordained/installed during 

worship on February 19. The average 

attendance for the month of December was 

63.  Attendance at the Christmas Eve service 

was 144.  The Christmas Eve offering was 

$16,286.00.                

Rev. Williams is putting together a trip to 

England for those in the congregation and 

the community who would like to go.  More 

later.  Elder Kimmel reported that the PNC 

continues to meet every Monday and 

continues to pursue suitable candidates to 

serve as our pastor.  Elder Drover submitted 

the proposed budget for 2017.  After 

discussion it was approved.  A copy of the 

budget will be included in the annual report.  

The Fellowship committee is working on 

signing up groups to host soup night.  They 

will provide food for the Christian Unity 

Service at the Fulton Theater on January 29.  

The worship committee thanked everyone 

who helped to put up and take down the 

Christmas decorations, and Wayne 

MacDonald for putting up the banners. New 

prayer partners were assigned.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:20 with prayer by the 

moderator. 
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Deacons 

Meeting was opened at 7:05pm with 

prayer by Stanley Kerlin. Also present 

were Jo Ann Carlson, Connie Brown, 

Barbara MacDonald and Joyce 

Hornberger.December minutes were 

reviewed and approved.Visits/concerns 

were discussed and prayer list 

reviewed. 

New Business Soup night starts 

February 1, 2017. Deacons will host 

February 15, 2017.There will be a joint 

meeting with the Session on February 

15 after soup night. 

Christmas Eve Hunger Offering is 

$15,286.00 as of now. 

Motion was made and approved to 

contribute $100.00 per month to Love’s 

Closet. 

Motion was made and approved to give 

$2000.00 to GAGM for the Shared 

Mission Giving Pledge. 

Benevolences 

Fulton County Fuel Mission $1000.00 

Love’s Closet $100.00 

Connie Brown closed the meeting with 

prayer at 7:40pm. 

Next meeting is February 1, 2017 at 

7pm. 

 

 

 

      

 

Presbyterian Women 
January Meeting Cancelled

 

RELIGIOUS TRAVEL EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM  

 
The Session of McConnellsburg United Presbyterian Church has approved a proposal by Pastor 

Dale to lead a tour, “11 Days:  Presbyterian Scotland & England,” October 16-26, 2017.  The 

tour, planned by The Quest Travel Group, will include roundtrip air from Dulles International 

Airport, accommodation in 3 and 4 star hotels, breakfast daily, 6 dinners, full-time tour director, 

excursions and cultural activities, transportation by private coach, and more.  The tour will begin 

in  Edinburgh, Scotland and end in London, England.  The cost is approximately $3,900 per 

person (includes tips & taxes).  The tour is open to the community – tell your friends and 

relatives about it!  A signup sheet is posted in the Narthex, along with a detailed itinerary.  An 

informational meeting is being planned.   

 


